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Orator F. Woodward 
From Medicated Nest Eggs to 

Jell-O 
 
Orator F. Woodward, the fourth son of Abner Tarbell 
Woodward and Phoebe Lyman, was born in Bergen, New 
York, 26 July 1856. Abner Woodward moved his family 
from Bergen to LeRoy when Orator was about four years 
old. Young Orator left school about the age of twelve de-
ciding that he’d rather earn a living than attend classes. 
William F. Brown gave the following account of the Orator 
Frank Woodward’s enterprising beginnings as an inventor, 
salesman, and promoter:1 
 

His first job was as a stable boy who doubled as footman for 
attorney A.F. Bartow at his East Main St. home. Bartow was 
one of five attorneys in the village... Mrs. Bartow would 
recall that Orator “was full of ideas, energy, talk, brimming 
over at all times.” When the Bartows moved to Chicago 
Orator went with them. Later when he returned to LeRoy he 
is supposed to have said, after a couple of years of taking 
care of horses and what they leave behind: “Some day every-
body that I am serving will be licking my bootstraps.” The 
sense if not the literal meaning of that prediction was to be 
fulfilled. 
 
Woodward went to work for himself at age 13 when, while 
doing a repair job for his father, he took plaster of paris and 
shaped nest eggs which he began to peddle to families in the 
neighborhood. He also began to make the composition balls 
(predecessors to clay pigeons) used by marksmen. After a 
few months he sold this business, which hadn't amounted to 
much, and began to concentrate on the composition nest egg. 
Tinkering around he had found a formula to kill the lice that 
plagued hens as they were laying or hatching eggs. The 
medicated nest egg, which Woodward had patented, was 
placed under the chicken where it would clean the bird of 
lice. Woodward gambled everything he had - which at that 
point wasn't much - to expand sales and soon the product 
was in wide use throughout Western New York. The product 
was called “Woodward's Sulphur Medicated Nest Egg” and 
modestly advertised as “sure death to hen lice”. His plant 
was in a small building on Mill St. where he supposedly 
delighted in telling friends how he mortgaged his sink to 
start in business. 

 
From maker of composition balls for marksmen and medi-
cated nest eggs, Orator F. Woodward went into the patent 
medicine business. About 1880, Orator Woodward pur-
chased the formula and sole rights for the established  
Kemp’s Balsam, a remedy for coughs and colds, and began 
bottling it out of his plant in Le Roy, New York, during the 

winter of 1882. Following his success 
with Kemp’s Balsam, he became the sole 
agent for other Kemp brands, including 
Kemp’s Sarsaparilla. He also acquired 
rights to several Lane products including 
Lane’s Cold Tablets. In 1896 he pur-
chased the formula for Grain-O, a roasted 
coffee flavored cereal.2 The figure at 
right illustrates the 6�” aqua bottle that 
O.F. Woodward used about 1896 to dis-
tribute Kemp’s Balsam for Throat and 
Lungs.3 Fleets of horse-drawn wagons 
were used to market his array of gadgets 
and medicines and O.F. Woodward was 
often one of the wagon drivers. 
 
According to Arch Merrill, Peter Cooper, builder of the 
first American locomotive, filed specifications in the Patent 
Office for a product requiring only the addition of hot wa-
ter for the preparation of jelly for table use. It was never 
marketed and the idea lay resting until Pearl B. Wait re-
vived it. Wait’s wife called the desert Jell-O. In 1899 Pearl 
B. Wait, a LeRoy carpenter, sold the formula for a gelatin 
dessert to O.F. Woodward for $450.5 Out of that small in-
vestment a thriving industry and fortune were formed. Na-
tional advertising for Jell-O began in 1902 when Wood-
ward placed a three-inch ad in the Ladies Home Journal for 
$336.6 When Orator F. Woodward died in 1906, the sales 
from Jell-O passed the million-dollar mark. After his death, 
Ernest L. Woodward gained control of Jell-O and discon-
tinued the production of Grain-O. New machinery was 
installed and new plant methods were undertaken resulting 
in greater fortunes for the Woodward makers of Jell-O. In 
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VRs of Leicester, Massachusetts 
 
The following vital records were abstracted from: Vital Re-
cords of Leicester, Massachusetts to the End of the Year 
1849 (Worcester, Mass: Franklin P. Rice, 1903). 
 
(--?--) Woodard, daughter of Asa, born 26 May 1819. 
(--?--) Woodard, daughter of Gordon, born 24 Nov 1828. 
(--?--) Woodard, daughter of Jonathan, born 1 May 1795. 
(--?--) Woodard, son of Asa, born 11 Sep 1821. 
(--?--) Woodard, son of Gordon, born 28 Aug 1837. 
(--?--) Woodard, son of Jonathan, born 18 May 1793. 
(--?--) Woodard, twin sons of Asel, born 9 Aug 1826.  
(--?--) Woodward, son of Asa, born 7 April 1834. 
(--?--) child of Willard Woodard died 29 April 1816, age 3 

months. 
(--?--) Mrs. Woodard died 23 Aug 1813, age 89. 
(--?--) Mrs. Woodard died 27 Jul 1825, age 20. 
Abel Woodart and Elisabeth Tucker, intentions to marry 

were issued 29 Jul 1753. 
Abel Woodart married Mary Worster 20 Dec 1750. 
Alvan Boyden Woodward, son of  Gordon and Mary, born 

11 Feb 1830. 
Amos Woodard and March Thompson of Oxford, intentions 

to marry issued30  May 1797. 
Asa Woodard died 27 Mar 1845, age 53, of consumption. 
Asa Woodward, son of Asa, died 27 Sep 1826, age 1. 
Asse Woodart, son of Jesse and Sarah, born 23 Jul 1759. 
Baty Woodart, daughter of Robart and Deliverance, born 13 

Sep 1744. 
Benjamin Woodard married Hannah Woodard 8 Nov 1736. 
Benjamin Woodart, son of Benjamin and Hannah, born 23 

Aug 1741. 
Caleb Woodart of Charlton marrid Rhoda Woodart 12 May 

1763. 
Caleb Woodart, son of Robart and Deliverance, born 4 or 6 

Feb 1745-6. 
Charles Woodward, son of Asa, born 23 Feb 1831. 
Charles Woodward, son of Asa, died 28 Mar 1833, age 2. 
Charlotte Woodward, daughter of Asa, died 24 Apr 1833, a. 

3 weeks. 
Deborah Woodart, daughter of Benjamin and Hannah, born 

13 Nov 1737. 
Dwight S. Woodard, son of Asa, born 9 Dec 1817. 
Dwight S. Woodward, son of Asa, married Harriet F. Wood-

ward, 12 May 1844. 
Edwin Francis Woodward, twin son of George S. and Nancy 

L., born 31 Oct 1847. 
Edwin Woodward, son of  Gorden and Mary, born 18 May 

1834. 
Elias Woodard died 13 Oct 1813, age 23. 
Elisabeth Woodart, daughter of  Jesse and Sarah, born 1 May 

1755. 
Eliza F. Woodward, twin daughter of  G.S. and N.L., born 31 

Oct 1847. 
Elizabeth E. Woodward of Ware and Duty Salisbury, inten-

tions to marry were issued 17 Mar 1839. 
Elizabeth Sophia Woodward, daughter of Willard and Polly, 

born 15 Jun 1824. 

Francis Woodward and Eunice H. Pratt, intentions to marry 
issued 24 Jul 1836. 

George Woodward and Nancy Clemons, intentions to 
marry were issued 26 Jan 1840. 

Hannah Woodard married Benjamin Woodard 8 Nov 1736. 
Harriet F. Woodward, daughter of Elias, married Dwight S. 

Woodward, 12 May 1844. 
Huldah S. Woodward, daughter of Willard and Polly, 29 

Aug 1829. 
Jane Woodward, daughter of Willard, born 10 Jun 1832. 
Jane Woodward, daughter of Willard, died 3 Mar 1840, age 

8. 
Jesse Woodart, son of Jesse and Sarah, born 1 May 1755. 
Jesse Woodart and Sarah Star of Killinslee, intentions to 

marry issued 26 Jan 1751-2. 
Job Woodard, son of Jesse and Sarah, born 11 Aug 1767. 
John Woodard of Spencer and Zeruiah Tenny intentions to 

marry were issued 24 Sept 1794. 
John Woodart married Jane Torrey, 1 Jan 1739-40 

(intentions were also recorded). 
Josiah I. Woodward of Milbury married Abby Mason, 18 

Jun 1839. 
Josiah Woodard [Woodward in int.] of Sutton married 

Lucy Washburn, 25 Jun 1794. 
Maria Woodard, daughter of Asa, born 12 Feb 1829. 
Mary Abigail Woodward, daughter of Gordon, born 25 

Aug 1840. 
Mary Woodard, daughter of Jesse and Sarah, born 2 Apr 

1764. 
Mary Woodart, daughter of Benjamin and Hannah, born 9 

May 1739. 
Mary Woodward, wife of Asa, died 1 May 1835, age 38. 
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formation professionals. 
If you plan to visit the Library of Congress, do you home-
work by searching their On-line catalogue before your 
visit. Knowing what material you wish to access while 
you’re there will save you valuable on-site research time. 
 
WOODWARD/WOODARD Web Sites 
<http://www.parsonstech.com/genealogy/trees/rwoodwa2/
woodward.htm> Created by Ralph Lee Woodward Jr. (206 
Boardman Ave. Bay Saint Louis, MO 39520). This file 
“traces some ancestors of Ralph Lee Woodward, Jr., for 
thirty generations from origins in Great Britain, France, 
and central Europe through migrations to Virginia, Penn-
sylvania, and Connecticut, and then westward to Missouri. 
The file may contain errors and omissions and the  
preparer guarantees neither its accuracy nor its complete-
ness, but welcomes suggestions for improvements, correc-
tions, and additions.” Mr. Woodward’s Table of Contents: 
Ancestors of Ralph Lee WOODWARD Jr., Surname List, 
Index of Names, Sources (Bibliography), and Download a 
GEDCOM file of this data (407210 bytes). 
 
<http://home.fea.net/~champrof/> Created by Austin M. 
Cooper (23411 Summerfield Street, #58-B, Aliso Viejo, 
CA 92656). This is an extensive Web Site which includes 
and adds additional information to the book, A History of 
the Woodards: The Story of our Heritage from the Earliest 
Times to the Present [1990], which he wrote with Randle 
C. Woodard and Audie W. Woodard.  Some of the infor-
mation you’ll find at the site: The Woodard Family Tree; 
Preface; Acknowledgments; Introduction; Section one: The 
Woodard name; Section two: Early Woodards of England 
and Colonial Virginia and North Carolina; Section three: 
The Family of John Woodard, Sr.; Section four: The Fam-
ily of Oliver Woodard; Section five: Woodard Narratives 
(including The Woodard Confederate Letters); Index; and 
five appendixes. 
 
<http://www.geocities.com/heartland/plains/8008> Cre-
ated by Frances Cullom Harper (14 Paul Beck Rd., Lexing-
ton, NC 27292). Francis (“Cookie”) has a delightful home 
page with a link to her extensive research concerning the 
descendants of Christopher Woodward of Middle Creek, 
Johnston/Wake County, North Carolina. 
 
< h t t p : / / p a g e s . p r o d i g y . c o m / b o b b i e - h a l l /
WoodQuest.html> Created by Bobbie M. Hall. Bobbie 
has a delightful site in which links are provided to other 
Woodward (Woodard and Woodworth) researchers world-
wide. The link providing table includes: name of ancestor; 
birth, marriage, death (BMD) date; BMD place; spouse; 
researcher’s name and e-mail address; and home page ad-
dresses or remarks. Bobbie has great interest in the Wood-
wards of Vermont.  

 

Nancy Woodard, daughter of Jesse and Sarah, born 20 Oct 
1761. 

Nathaniel Woodard and Patty Hubbard, intentions to marry 
were issued 12 Sep 1802. 

Parker B. Woodward and Mary Ann Hartman, intentions to 
marry were issued 29 Dec 1849. 

Phebe Woodart, daughter of Robert and Deliverance, born 
15 May 1748. 

Sarah Woodard, daughter of Jesse and Sarah, born 20 Oct 
1761. 

Sarah M. Woodward, daughter of George and Nancy, born 
5 Mar 1841. 

Thomas Henry Woodward, son of Gordon, born 9 Jan 
1833. 

Willard Woodard and Polly Stevens, intentions to marry 
were issued 6 Aug 1814. 

William Woodward died 13 Nov 1833, age 60. 
William H. Woodward, son of Chauncey, died 2 Jan 1847 

of consumption, age 5 months, born in Brookline. 
 

 LWG 

(Continued from page 26) 

Surfing the Net 
 
Reminder: If you don’t have a computer or 
access to an on-line service, contact librar-
ies in your geographical area to determine 
if they provide patrons with Internet access. 
 
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS DATABASES 
<http://lcweb.loc.gov/> The Library of Congress (LC) has 
an extraordinary Web Site with connections to numerous LC 
databases. The site is divided into five categories:  

1) American Memory – subjects include the National 
American Woman Suffrage Association; and The 
complete George Washington Papers from the Manu-
script Division at the Library of Congress consists of 
approximately 65,000 items (176,000 pages). 

2) Thomas: Legislative Information - Full text access 
to current bills under consideration in the U.S. House 
of Representatives and Senate. 

3) Exhibitions – Includes American Treasures of the 
Library of Congress; The African-American Mosaic: 
African-American Culture and History; and Dresden: 
Treasures from the Saxon State Library. 

4) Library Services – Research & Reference. This is 
where you can search the Library of Congress cata-
logue. There are also links to catalogues of other li-
braries. 

5) Research Tools - Resources for researchers and in-
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Indiana -1830 Federal Census 
Contributed by Ron Woodward * 

 
Name County Page 
Aaron Woodward Wayne 180 
Anthony Woodward Floyd 652 
Asahel Woodward Henry 138 
Benedict Woodward Morgan 534 
Cader Woodward Wayne 252 
Charles Woodward Jefferson 230 
Chesley Woodward Jennings 307 
Clark Woodward Jefferson 234 
Davis Woodward Dearborn 424 
Elzey Woodward Monroe 326 
Elizabeth Woodward Jefferson 232 
Elzey Woodard Lawrence 218 
Henry Woodward Fayette 002 
Henry Woodward Jefferson 230 
Henry Woodward Rush 540 
James Woodward Putnam 378 
James Woodward Shelby 742 
Jane Wooderd Washington 598 
Jesse Woodward Vigo 178 
John Woodrd Hendricks 226 
Littleton Woodward Orange 026 
Luke Woodward Wayne 252 
Neomi Woodward Jefferson 166 
Priscilla Woodward Monroe 300 
Rachel Woodward Wayne 180 
Reason Woodward Washington 590 
Samuel Woodward Hendricks 238 
Simon Woodward Parke 162 
William Woodward Parke 200 
William H. Woodward Jefferson 166 
 

[Editor’s note: The 1830 Federal Census-Indiana may be 
viewed on the National Archives micropublication  M19, 
reels 26-32.] 
  
* Ron Woodward (574 Ferry St. Wabash, IN 46992). 

 

1925 the Jell-O passed from local control when it was sold 
(valued at about 67 million dollars) and merged with Pos-
tum Cereal to form the nucleus of General Foods Corpora-
tion. 
 
Residents of LeRoy, New York, are among the many bene-
factors of the Woodward Jell-O fortune. The family was 
instrumental in providing the town with many gifts includ-
ing land for school programs, the Woodward Memorial 
Library, and Woodward Stadium for the school district.  

Family Summary 
Orator F. Woodward was born in Bergen, Genesee County, 
New York, 26 July 1856 and died in Hot Springs, Arkan-
sas, 27 January 1906. Orator Woodward was earning large 
profits on his medicated nest eggs and other gadgets when 
he married Cora Talmage at LeRoy, Genesee County, New 
York, 19 January 1882. Cora was born in Baldwinville, 
Onondaga County, New York, 10 August 1859, the daugh-
ter of Enos Holland Talmage and Emily Reid. She died in 
Pasadena, California, 9 November 1923.7 
 
Children of Orator F. Woodward and Cora Talmage: 
 i.. Ernest Leroy Woodward, b. 20 Oct 1882 and d. Apr 1948 

in Santa Fe, New Mexico. He married Edith M. Hartwell 
31 Dec 1903. In 1905, Ernest L. Woodward took over the 
active direction of the Jell-O Company, becoming Presi-
dent in 1906. After the merger of Jell-O and Postum Ce-
real, Mr. Woodward served on the Board of Directors 
until 1945. 

 ii. Orator Frank Woodward, Jr., b. 26 May 1884. 
 iii. Paul Wilbur Woodward, b. 13 Jun 1889. 
 iv. Eleanore Emily Woodward, b. 20 Dec 1893. She married 

John Adolph Victor in LeRoy 28 Jun 1913. 
 v. Donald Woodward, b. 20 Dec 1893, d. 10 Jan 1959. After 

the death of his father, Donald was in charge of the medi-
cine industries. 

 vi. Helen Woodward, b. 29 Jun 1899. 
 

Ahnentafel of Orator F. Woodward8 
 1. Orator F. Woodward: New York (1856-1906)  
 2. Abner Tarbell Woodward, Connecticut & New York 

(1821-1865) 
 3. Phoebe Lyman, New York (1820-1902) 
 4. Charles Woodward, Connecticut & New York 

(1747-1894) 
 5. Mary Collins, Connecticut & New York (1749-?) 
 6. Luther Lyman 
 7. Rebecca Warner 
 8. Eleazer Woodward: Connecticut (1747-?) 
 9. Mary Collins: Connecticut (1749-?) 
 16. Israel Woodward: Connecticut (1708-1797) 
 17. Mary Sims 
 32. Henry Woodward: Connecticut (1680-1703) 
 33. Hannah Burrows 
 64. John Woodward: Massachusetts & Connecticut (abt. 

1647-1743) 
 65. Anna Dewey: Connecticut 
 128. Henry Woodward: England & Massachusetts (1607-

(Continued from page 25) 
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The National Genealogical Soci-
ety 

 
Benefits of membership in the National Genealogical Soci-
ety (NGS) are numerous. For the annual membership fee 
(Individuals $40) one will receive two wonderful publica-
tions: the National Genealogical Society Quarterly 
(NGSQ), a superior journal and the National Genealogical 
Society Newsletter (NGS Newsletter), published six times a 
year. Members also may purchase items (selected books, 
charts, etc.) from NGS at reduced cost and pay a lesser 
registration fee for national conventions than non-
members.  

 
Publications 
Why should you read the NGSQ? The articles therein, sub-
mitted by outstanding professional genealogists, are of out-
standing quality providing insight into various methods of 
solving tough genealogical problems. Most of the articles 
discuss records and methods and via case studies demon-
strate valuable research skills. Even if your family is not 
discussed, reading each article carefully provides a rich 
learning experience. You won’t want to miss the Book Re-
views either. The reviews will generally provide detail on 
the strengths and deficiencies, which help us decide 
whether or not a new publication is one we must have on 
our personal book shelf. 
 
The NGS Newsletter provides information on educational 
opportunities, queries, member publications, new library 
acquisitions, and many other useful articles. The Newslet-
ter also includes the outstanding National Genealogical 
Society Computer Interest Group Digest (NGS/CIG Di-
gest).  The Digest regularly includes sections called News 
and Views, New Technologies, Book Reviews, Software 
Reviews, and Tools and Techniques. The latter series con-
tains tips for using genealogical software including (but 
exclusive of others) Personal Ancestral File, Family Tree 
Maker, and Ultimate Family Tree. 
 
Library 
The NGS Library has a collection of about 30,000 books; 
vertical file materials including Members Ancestral Charts, 
Bible Records, and Family History Files; and five com-
puters for patron use. Admission to the library is free to 
NGS members (nonmembers are required to pay a $5.00 
fee per day for use). The library does not participate in any 
interlibrary loan program. Bags, briefcases, totes, etc. are 
not allowed in the library (users should bring the minimum 
material necessary for their research). Use of laptop com-
puters is permitted although electrical outlets are limited.  
 
A complete catalog of books in the NGS Library is avail-
able online via a link from their web site, http://
genealogy.org/~ngs. This site also provides a link to in-
structions for borrowing books as well as an order form. 
Members may request book loans by mail, e-mail, or fax 
using the order form available on-line. New library acquisi-
tions are listed in each issue of the NGS Newsletter. NGS 
no longer sells a print catalog nor do they have any plans to 
do so since the expense of producing a printed product, 
which is immediately out of date, has led to this tough de-
cision. 
 
The library offers limited “lookups” services to its mem-
bers, generally for a small fee. NGS has a unique research 
service—entries in the American Medical Association 
(AMA) “Deceased Physician File.” The AMA file is in-
complete form 1878 to 1905, but comprehensive from 
1906 to 1969. Contact NGS (address below) or visit their 
web site for more details.  
 

1685) 
 129. Elizabeth (--?--), possibly Mather: England & Mas-

sachusetts (1618-1690) 
130.Thomas Dewey: England, Connecticut, & Massachu-

setts (abt. 1603-1648) 
 131. Frances Randall: England[?], Connecticut & Massa-

chusetts (?-1690). 
 
[The editor wishes to express her appreciation to Gilbert Tremain 
Smith, of Canandaigua, New York, and Sue Lynn Takagi of 
Kobe, Japan who brought Orator F. Woodward to her attention. 
Appreciation is also extended to Ted O. Brooke of Cumming, 
Georgia, who supplied information on the medicine bottles that 
O.F. Woodward used to distribute his Kemp’s Balsam.] 
 

Sources 
 
 1 William F. Brown, Jr., Genesee's Rich and Famous (Hudgins 
Printing Co., 1989), 95-97. 
 2 Bill and Betty Wilson, 19th Century Medicine in Glass (Amador 
City, Calif.: 19th Century Hobby & Publishing Co., 1971), 123. 
 3 Ibid. 
 4 Arch Merrill, Stagecoach Towns (1947 reprint edition, Interla-
ken, New York: Heart of the Lakes Publishing, 1991), 41. 
 5 “Arch Merrill’s History: LeRoy, the Jello Capital,” newspaper 
clipping [unknown newspaper with 3-7-71 marked on column]. 
6  Ibid. 
 7 “Memoirs: Mrs. Cora Lucinda (Talmage) Woodward,” New 
England Historical and Genealogical Register 84 (April 1930): 
208. 
 8 “Memoirs: Ernest LeRoy Woodward,” New England Historical 
and Genealogical Register 105 (July 1951): 218-219; and Ernest 
L. Woodward, Lineage Application, Society of Colonial Wars in 
the State of New York, State Society No. 1869. 
 

    LWG 

(Continued from page 28) 
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Library Loan Service 
The NGS library loan service is available to all individual 
members of the Society.  Much of the book collection cir-
culates to members throughout the continental United 
States (books are not shipped to Alaska or Hawaii or other 
countries).  There is a $20.00 library loan registration fee 
for first-time borrowers. This is a one-time fee, good for as 
long as you maintain NGS membership. It should be paid 
at the time you place your first library loan. Thereafter 
NGS uses a postal zone map to determine the library loan 
fee as indicated below:  
� Eastern Zone $10.00—This zone includes the states on 

the Eastern seaboard extending west to the western 
boundaries of Mississippi, Tennessee, Kentucky, Indiana 
and Michigan.  
� Middle Zone $11.00—This zone includes the states 

west of those described above extending west to the 
western boundaries of Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Ne-
braska, South Dakota and Montana. 
� Western Zone $12.00—This zone includes all other 

states with the exception of Alaska and Hawaii as noted 
previously. 

 
Loans made on-site at the library cost $2.50 and are strictly 
limited to two books. 
 
Home Study Course 
NGS offers an outstanding home study course, American 
Genealogy: A Basic Course, for “everyone who wants to 
research more effectively and efficiently.” The course in-
cludes techniques for finding records, recording your 
sources, evaluating evidence, and maintaining your re-
cords. 
 
NGS Conference-in-the States. 
The 1999 NGS Conference-in-the States will be held 12-15 
May 1999 in Richmond, Virginia. Start planning now, re-
serve the dates on your calendar, save your pennies (you’ll 
want to spend, spend, spend when you visit the hundreds of 
vendors in the exhibit hall), and prepare to select from over 
125 lectures on methodology, specific types of records, 
case studies, and much much more. 
 
Awards Programs and Competitions 
NGS also has a National Awards Program including 
awards for Excellence: one for a published genealogy and 
family history and another for genealogical methods and 
sources); Awards for Achievement: one for an individual 
and one for a non-profit genealogical or historical organi-
zation; a newsletter competition, etc. 
 
The address of the National Genealogical Society is 4527 
17th Street North, Arlington, VA 22207-2399. 

  LWG 

 
Standards for Use of Technol-
ogy in Genealogical Research 

Recommended by the National Genealogical 
Society 

 
Mindful that computers are tools, genealogists take full 
responsibility for the results of their work, and there they – 
 
♦ learn the capabilities and limits of their equipment and 

software, and use them only when they are the most 
appropriate tools for a purpose. 

 
♦ refuse to let computer software automatically embel-

lish their work. 
 
♦ treat compiled information from on-line sources or 

digital data bases like that from other published 
sources, useful primarily as a guide to locating original 
records, but not as evidence for a conclusion or asser-
tion. 

 
♦ accept digit images or enhancements of an original 

record as a satisfactory substitute for the original only 
when there is reasonable assurance that the image ac-
curately reproduces the unaltered original. 

 
♦ cite sources for data obtained on-line or from digital 

media with the same care that is appropriate for 
sources on paper and other traditional media, and enter 
data into a digital database only when its source can 
remain associated with it. 

 
♦ always cite the sources for information or data posted 

on-line or sent to others, naming the author of a digital 
file as its immediate source, while crediting original 
sources cited within the file. 

 
♦ preserve the integrity of their own data bases by evalu-

ating the reliability of downloaded data before incor-
porating it into their own files. 

 
♦ provide, whenever they alter data received in digital 

form, a description of the change that will accompany 
the altered data whenever it is shared with others. 

 
♦ actively oppose the proliferation of error, rumor and 

fraud by personally verifying or correcting informa-
tion, or noting it as unverified, before passing it on to 
others. 

 
♦ treat people on-line as courteously and civilly as they 

would treat them face-to-face, not separated by net-
works and anonymity. 

(Continued on page 32) 
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Queries 
 
Policy: Subscribers of WOODWARDs WeSearch may submit 
queries free of charge and may ask inclusion of their 
address or for all responses to be sent to WOODWARDs 
WeSearch. If the latter choice is made, the editors will 
forward all responses to the particular subscriber 
submitting the query.  
 
Deadline for queries: December 10th, March 10th, June 
10th, September 10th. 
 

Detroit. - Monica Woodward Tackett, 109 Twelve Oaks 
Drive, Madison  AL  35758-6832; email: Moni-
caSTL@aol.com. 
 
(164) John Woodard b. abt. 1800-1805 Ala. was in Law-
rence Co., Ala., before 1820 with Azariah Woodward and 
Jeremiah Woodard, who may have been brothers or per-
haps one of them was the father of John. They all appear on 
the 1820 census of Lawrence Co., Ala. (first census after 
statehood).  John was mar. 20 Feb 1823 in Lawrence Co. to 
Mary Ann "Polly" Flanagin (b. 1792, dau. John R. 
Flanagin who was b. abt. 1765 in Ireland. These Wood(w)
ard families were associated with the Earpe and Aday 
families in the farming community of Pinhook, near High-
way 36, Lawrence Co. and have many descendants in 
Moulton, Hartselle, and Decatur, Ala. Searching for ances-
try in Tenn. or NC, perhaps Johnston Co, NC, where some 
Woodards lived at Earpe Bridge. Looking for any possible 
connections. - Helen Austin, 118 Ryan Crest Lane, Deca-
tur, AL 35603-3716; email AustinART@aol.com. 
 
(165) Searching for parents and family of Absalom Wood-
ward b. 1826 in Armstrong Co., PA  d. 1900 while living 
with his daughter Gertrude Fox in New Bethlehem, PA.  
Also looking for info on Benjamin Woodward and John 
Woodward of Armstrong Co., circa 1830 to 1850. - Earl 
P. Clark, 141 Roanoke Dr., Kill Devil Hills, NC  27948; 
email grandmalolo@coastalnet.com 
 
(166) Seeking info on John Woodard who mar. 4 Apr 
1818 Tabitha Dickerson in Franklin Co, NC. In 1820 they  
lived near Thomas Dickerson (perhaps the father of 
Tabitha). Known ch. of John  and Tabitha: Nicholas 
Woodard, perhaps died on his way to TN from NC; Jur-
den Lemuel Woodard, b. 1813; Joseph Woodward, b. 
1815; Lucy Woodard, b. 1818; William Woodard, b. 
1820; John Woodard, b. 1824, Henry Woodard, b. 1826, 
and Mary A. Woodard, b. 1829. Tabby and children 
signed a deed in Oct 1848 in Franklin Co., N.C., and relo-
cated in Smith Co., TN, where they were enumerated in the 
1850 census (without Nicolas & father John). – Carmelita 
Walker, 5342 Houston Dr., Lakeland, FL 33809; email: 
wlwmegawat@aol.com 
 
(167) Need help in sorting out the William Woodards of 
Franklin and Bute Cos. NC. References located for Wil-
liam Woodard: listed as a son-in-law of John Gibbs; lived 
on Sandy Creek with land adjoining John Gibbs; listed as 
an orphan in Bute Co; married Sally Williams on 25 Mar 
1804.- Carmelita Walker (see query #166) 
 

 
 

(159) Searching for info on and parents of George R. 
Woodward b. 1817 in Pa. & mar. Ann M. Dell 4 Sep 1838 
in Screven Co., Ga. They had known ch.: Savoy D. Wood-
ward b. 1841, d. 20 Jan 1865 at Camp Douglas, Ill. (Civil 
War); Robert A. Woodward, b. 1845 (twin), served in the 
Civil War; Sarah Carolina Woodward, b. 1845 (twin); 
Charles M. Woodward, b. 12 May 1848 (twin) in Ga.; 
Rufus Woodward, b. 12 May 1848 (twin) in Ga.; and 
George W. Woodward, b. 1850 in Ga. – Linda Rudd 
Woodard, 1047 Ed Burns Rd., Middleburg, FL 32068; 
email: lgwwgw@hotmail.com 
 
(160) Seeking info on John Gilbert Woodward, born 
1814 in N.Y. He mar. Mary Ann Shaffer 5 Jan 1840 in 
Woodville (Wilkinson Co.), Miss. He was buried 20 Sep 
1886 in a cemetery in Uvalde, Tex. – Kathryn D. Murray 
Gueldner, 428 Sheraton Dr., San Antonio, TX 78209-5436. 
 
(161) Seeking info on Harry B. Woodward, my great-
grandfather, born in Wales. He married Kathleen O'Con-
nell born in Ireland. Harry’s son, John Harry Woodward, 
was born in Minneapolis, Minn. in 1892. - Kackie 
Brubaker, 44577 Windsong Way, Ahwahnee, CA 93601; 
email: jackb@sierranet.net. 
 
(162) Researching the family of John Henry Woodard, 
Sr. (J.H.). John Henry Woodard, Sr. was mar. twice. He 
mar. 2nd Denny Parker perhaps from Hot Springs, Ark.  
They settled in Hydrick, Ark.  She d. in 1979-80 at Crest-
park Nursing Home in Wynne , Ark.  Ch: B.F. Woodard, 
Lawrence Woodard (never mar.), Andrew Joe Woodard 
(never mar.) suffered from schizophrenia, Drew Woodard 
(identical twin to Andrew) lived in Double Springs, Ala., 
J.H. Woodard, Jr. who lived  at Hydrick, Ark. and d. Dec. 
9, 1996, and possibly one other child. Any information 
would be appreciated - Gary and Tisha Woodard, 10200 
Wire Road, Vancleave, MS 39565; email: 
woodard4@bellsouth.net. 
 
(163) Searching for parents and other info for Edward 
George Woodward (called “Ed”), b. abt. 1844 in Saginaw, 
Michigan. His death date and place are unknown. In 1864 
he mar. Clara Carmel in Monroe, Frenchtown, Mich. Son: 
Edward George Woodward, b. 13 Jan. 1869 in Monroe, 
Mich. and mar. Adeline Marriott 8 June 1897 in Minden 
or Detroit, Mich. Edward (the son) died 23 Dec. 1929 in 
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Above your name on your mailing label, you will find a code 
for the month and year which your subscription to WOOD-
WARDs WeSearch expires. To renew your subscription (or 
to apply for a new subscription) please send your name and 
mailing address with a check for $8 ($11 U.S. Currency for a 
foreign address) to: Linda Geiger, 718 Big Canoe, Jasper, 
GA 30143. 

REMINDER! 

 
 
 
 
Linda Woodward Geiger, CGRS, CGL 
WOODWARDs WeSearch 
718 Big Canoe 
Jasper, GA 30143 

FIRST CLASS 
 

New Subscribers 
 
Kaye Woodard Carter, 1203 Cypress St., Waycross, GA 
31501. Searching the family of Mills Woodward who was 
in Burke Co., Ga., in 1805. Areas of greatest interest: Ga. 
and N.C. 
 
Linda Rudd Woodard [See query No. 159]. Earliest 
Woodard being searched: George R. Woodward/Woodard 
who mar. Ann M. Dell in Screven Co., Ga. 
 
Kackie (Woodward) Brubaker [See query No. 161]. Earli-
est Woodward being searched: Harry B. Woodward who 
was in Minneapolis, Minn. by 1892 (possibly as early as 
1887). Areas of greatest interest: Minn. and Wales. 
 
Charlotte (called Penney) Calacci, 1091 Church Hill Rd., 
Charlotte, VT 05445. Earliest known Woodward being 
searched: Nathaniel Woodward who was located in 
Smithfield, RI about 1759. Location of greatest interest: 
Vermont. 

 

 
♦ accept that technology has not changed the principles 

of genealogical research, only some of the procedures. 
 
Copyright 1997 by National Genealogical Society. Permis-
sion is granted to copy or publish this material provided it 
is reproduced in its entirety, including this notice. 
 

 

(Continued from page 30) 

WANTED—A copy of History of the Woodward Fam-
ily by Robert Lee Woodward (1957) to borrow or pur-
chase -  Jean Deal, P.O. Box 797, Marshall, VA 


